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the production area and a grower or an
officer or employee of a grower.

(c) The public member shall be a resi-
dent of the production area and shall
have no direct financial interest in the
commercial production, financing, buy-
ing, packing or marketing of Vidalia
onions, except as a consumer, nor shall
such person be a director, officer or
employee of any firm so engaged.

§ 955.21 Term of office.
(a) Except as otherwise provided in

paragraph (b) of this section, the term
of office of committee members and
their respective alternates shall be for
two years and shall begin as of Sep-
tember 16 or for such other period as
the committee may recommend and
the Secretary approve. The terms shall
be determined so that approximately
one-half of the total committee mem-
bership shall terminate each year.
Members and alternates shall serve in
such capacity during the term of office
or portion thereof for which they are
selected and until their respective suc-
cessors are selected.

(b) The term of office of the initial
members and alternates shall begin as
soon as possible after effective date of
this part. As determined by lot drawn
at the initial nomination meeting, one-
fourth of the initial grower members
and alternates shall serve for a one-
year term, one-fourth shall serve for a
two-year term, one-fourth shall serve
for a three-year term, and one-fourth
shall serve for a four-year term. The
term of office for the initial public
member and alternate shall be for two
years.

(c) The consecutive terms of office of
members shall be limited to three 2-
year terms.

§ 955.22 Nominations.
(a) Initial members. For nominations

to the initial committee, a meeting of
producers shall be held by the Sec-
retary.

(b) Successor members. (1) The com-
mittee shall hold or cause to be held
not later than August 1 of each year, or
such other date as may be specified by
the Secretary, a meeting or meetings
of growers for the purpose of desig-
nating one nominee for each position
as member and for each position as al-

ternate member of the committee
which is vacant, or which is about to
become vacant.

(2) Nominations for members and al-
ternates shall be supplied to the Sec-
retary in such manner and form as the
Secretary may prescribe, not later
than August 15 of each year, or by such
other date as may be specified by the
Secretary.

(3) The Secretary may, upon rec-
ommendation of the committee, divide
the production area into districts for
the purpose of nominating committee
members and their alternates.

(c) Only producers may participate in
designating nominees to serve as com-
mittee members. Each producer is enti-
tled to cast only one vote on behalf of
such producer and such producer’s
agents, subsidiaries, affiliates, and rep-
resentatives in designating nominees
for committee members and alternates.
An eligible voter’s privilege of casting
only one vote shall be construed to per-
mit a voter to cast one vote for each
position to be filled.

(d) The producer members shall
nominate the public member and alter-
nate member at the first meeting fol-
lowing the selection of members for a
new term of office. Nominations for the
public member and alternate member
shall be supplied to the Secretary in
such manner and form as the Secretary
may prescribe, not later than Novem-
ber 1, or such other date as may be
specified by the Secretary.

§ 955.23 Selection.
From the nominations made pursu-

ant to § 955.22 or from other qualified
persons, the Secretary shall select
members and alternate members of the
committee.

§ 955.24 Acceptance.
Any person nominated to serve as a

member or alternate member of the
committee shall, prior to selection by
the Secretary, qualify by filing a writ-
ten acceptance indicating such person’s
willingness to serve in the position for
which nominated.

§ 955.25 Alternates.
An alternate member of the com-

mittee shall act in the place and stead
of the member for whom such person is
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an alternate during such member’s ab-
sence or when designated to do so by
such member. In the event both a
member of the committee and that
member’s alternate are unable to at-
tend a committee meeting, the mem-
ber, the alternate, or the committee, in
that order, may designate another al-
ternate from the same district (if ap-
plicable) and the same group (producer
or producer-handler) to serve in such
member’s stead. Only the public mem-
ber’s alternate is authorized to serve in
the place and stead of the public mem-
ber. In the event of the death, removal,
resignation or disqualification of a
member, that member’s alternate shall
serve until a successor to such member
is selected.

§ 955.26 Vacancies.
To fill any vacancy occasioned by the

failure of any person nominated as a
member or as an alternate to qualify,
or in the event of the death, removal,
resignation, or disqualification of a
member or alternate, a successor for
the unexpired term may be selected by
the Secretary from nominations made
pursuant to § 955.22, or from other eligi-
ble persons.

§ 955.27 Failure to nominate.
If nominations are not made within

the time and manner prescribed in
§ 955.22, the Secretary may, without re-
gard to nominations, select members
and alternates on the basis of the rep-
resentation provided for in § 955.20.

§ 955.28 Procedure.
(a) Five members of the committee

shall constitute a quorum, and five
concurring votes shall be required to
pass any motion or approve any com-
mittee action.

(b) The committee may provide for
meetings by telephone, telegraph, or
other means of communication, and
any vote cast orally at such meetings
shall be confirmed promptly in writing:
Provided, That if an assembled meeting
is held, all votes shall be cast in per-
son.

§ 955.29 Expenses.
Members and alternates shall serve

without compensation but shall be re-
imbursed for such expenses authorized

by the committee and necessarily in-
curred by them in attending committee
meetings and in the performance of
their duties under this part.

§ 955.30 Powers.

The committee shall have the fol-
lowing powers:

(a) To administer the provisions of
this part in accordance with its terms;

(b) To make rules and regulations to
effectuate the terms and provisions of
this part;

(c) To receive, investigate, and report
to the Secretary complaints of viola-
tion of the provisions of this part; and

(d) To recommend to the Secretary
amendments to this part.

§ 955.31 Duties.

The committee shall have, among
others, the following duties:

(a) As soon as practicable after the
beginning of each term of office, to
meet and organize, to select a chair-
man and such other officers as may be
necessary, to select subcommittees of
committee members or alternates, and
to adopt such rules and regulations for
the conduct of its business as it deems
necessary;

(b) To act as intermediary between
the Secretary and any producer or han-
dler;

(c) To furnish to the Secretary such
available information as may be re-
quested;

(d) To appoint such employees,
agents, and representatives as it may
deem necessary, to determine the com-
pensation and define the duties of each
such person, and to protect the han-
dling of committee funds;

(e) To investigate from time to time
and to assemble data on the growing,
harvesting, shipping, and marketing
conditions with respect to Vidalia on-
ions;

(f) To keep minutes, books, and
records which clearly reflect all of the
acts and transactions of the com-
mittee. Such minutes, books, and
records shall be subject to examination
at any time by the Secretary or the
Secretary’s authorized agent or rep-
resentative. Minutes of each com-
mittee meeting shall be furnished
promptly to the Secretary;
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